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Riyadh Memorandum of Understanding Committee is pleased to present the 2020 

report on port State control activities in the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) Region.

Since the beginning of Riyadh MoU in 2004, member authorities in the GCC supported 
the memorandum and made every effort to improve the standard of PSC inspection 
within the GCC Region. Member authorities to ensure that the GCC Region does not
become a safe area for substandard or unseaworthy shipping that increase the risk of 
serious accidents in the area causing loss of life and maritime environment.

Port State Control is of importance to the Riyadh MoU member authorities due to the 

importance of the shipping trade and the sensitivity of the Riyadh MoU region to 

environmental damage. Therefore, Riyadh MoU member authorities are dedicating 

considerable resources to having an intense port State control program of the highest 

standard.

This annual report summarizes the port State control development and activities of the

 Riyadh MoU in 2020, including port State control statistics and analysis which provides

 the results of inspections carried out by member authorities during the year.



CHAIRMAN & DIRECTOR MESSAGE
It is our great pleasure to present the 2020 annual report of the 
Riyadh Memorandum of Understanding on port State control.

Since the beginning of the COVID-19 Pandemic in our region, member 
States were carefully monitoring the spread of the virus and for the 
safety purposes some member States decided to close their borders 
for the passenger movement but the ports for the transhipment of 
the commodity remained functional.

Each individual member authority followed the instructions from their 
high-level committee to eliminate the spread of the virus. Consolation 
is in place within our region through the Gulf Cooperation Council 
regarding the pandemic.

As Riyadh MoU, we have circulated all the circulars and guidelines to 
our member States which were received from IMO and other regional 
MoU’s. 

We have instructed our port State control officers to consider related 
ship document and certificates which were due be renewed and we 
have urged them to harmonize for the crew of the ship to travel for 
their final destination.

With regards the planned CIC in 2020 and for the safety reason for 
our PSCO’s, the committee decided to postpone it to 2021.

In 2020, Riyadh MoU had scheduled three trainings for its PSCO’s but due 
to the pandemic and travel restrictions these trainings were cancelled. 
However, the secretariat managed to conduct some of them virtually.
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Last year has been an exceptional year due to the Covid-19 pandemic that has 
spread around not only our region but the whole world. Due to the lockdowns 
implemented in our member States, it is only natural that the number of 
inspections had a tremendous drop in 2020.

Nevertheless, here is a brief on statistics for 2020:

1.  42.55% drop in the number of inspections conducted by our six member
     authorities as the total number of inspections for 2020 were 1842 
     inspections in comparison to 3206 of the previous year.

2.  48.25% drop on the number of inspections with deficiencies as well as
     a drop of 34.78% in the number of detentions. 

3.  51.61% drop in total number of deficiencies recorded in 2020 
     (1312 deficiencies) in comparison to 2019 (2711 deficiencies). 

4.  Saudi Arabia authority is leading the member authorities with 1364 
     inspections in 2020, followed by United Arab Emirates (281), Oman 
     (104),  Qatar (63), Bahrain (26) & Kuwait with (4) inspection. 

5.  Safety of Navigation is still leading the major categories of deficiencies
     with 175 deficiencies followed by Propulsion and Auxiliary Machinery 
     173 and Structural Conditions 122.     
    
In conclusion, we would like to extend our thanks and appreciation to all the 
members of the Riyadh Memorandums of Understanding for their blessed 
efforts and cooperation, which enabled this Memorandum to perform their 
duties entrusted to it.  

Dr. Rashid Mohammed Al Kiyumi       Eng. Mohammed bin Shaban Al Zadjali
                  Chairman            Director



Since, the establishment of the port State control in this Region, the Riyadh 
Memorandum of Understanding on port State control in the Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC) region (Riyadh MoU) was signed in June 2004 in Riyadh, Kingdom 
of Saudi Arabia by six GCC member States (Kingdom of Bahrain, State of 
Kuwait, Sultanate of Oman, State of Qatar, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, and the 
United Arab Emirates).

The annual report of Riyadh MoU on port State control is published under the 
auspices of the Port State Control Committee of the Riyadh Memorandum of 
Understanding on port State control.

This 2020 annual report covers port State control activities and the main objec-
tive of Riyadh MoU and other regional MoU’s is to establish an effective port 
State control regime within their regions, through cooperation of its members 
and harmonization of their activities, to eliminate substandard shipping as well 
as to promote maritime safety, protect and safeguard working and living condi-
tions on board ships and the protection of the marine environment within its 
jurisdiction

INTRODUCTION



18th PSC Committee Meeting of Riyadh MoU on port State control was 
decided by the committee to be conducted as a written procedure due 
to the Covid-19 pandemic and restrictions. 

The written procedure for Riyadh MoU’s 18th PSC Committee Meeting was 
participated by all member authorities: United Arab Emirates, Bahrain, 
Saudi Arabia, Oman, Qatar and Kuwait during July 2021.

Outcome of the 18th PSC Committee Meeting:

•Approved to approach EMSA for requesting access to Rule Check &
  MaKC’s    

•Follow-up on data exchange with IMO, EQUASIS & IHSM

•Approved to conduct CIC – Stability in General in 2021

•Noted the update of codification in Riyadh Ship Information System
  (RSIS) 

•Approved the changes in Riyadh MoU website

•Approved the proposed 2021 training program

•Updated the contact details of our member States

•Approved to change Riyadh MoU Logo

RIYADH MoU COMMITTEE



VIRTUAL TRAINING ON MARPOL ANNEXES 1, 2 & 3
To enhance the capabilities of the PSCO’s within the Riyadh MoU 
region, the Secretariat organized the following three training courses 
and workshops (theoretical & practical) which were approved by the 
committee members of Riyadh MoU to be conducted in 2020.

But due to the ongoing Covid-19 pandemic and travel restrictions we 
had managed to conduct one training on MARPOL Annexes 1, 2 & 3 
virtually that were participated by fifty PSCO’s divided into two 
batches.

The first batch took place from 10-11 Nov 2020 & the second batch 
was from 09-10 Dec 2020.

RIYADH MoU TRAININGS
TRAINING/WORKSHOPS ORGANIZED 

BY RIYADH MoU



It is our great pleasure to present the 2020 annual report of the 
Riyadh Memorandum of Understanding on port State control.

Since the beginning of the COVID-19 Pandemic in our region, member 
States were carefully monitoring the spread of the virus and for the 
safety purposes some member States decided to close their borders 
for the passenger movement but the ports for the transhipment of 
the commodity remained functional.

Each individual member authority followed the instructions from their 
high-level committee to eliminate the spread of the virus. Consolation 
is in place within our region through the Gulf Cooperation Council 
regarding the pandemic.

As Riyadh MoU, we have circulated all the circulars and guidelines to 
our member States which were received from IMO and other regional 
MoU’s. 

We have instructed our port State control officers to consider related 
ship document and certificates which were due be renewed and we 
have urged them to harmonize for the crew of the ship to travel for 
their final destination.

With regards the planned CIC in 2020 and for the safety reason for 
our PSCO’s, the committee decided to postpone it to 2021.

In 2020, Riyadh MoU had scheduled three trainings for its PSCO’s but due 
to the pandemic and travel restrictions these trainings were cancelled. 
However, the secretariat managed to conduct some of them virtually.

STATISTICS

In 2020, Riyadh MoU performed a total of 1842 inspections. The 
inspection figure showed an approximate decrease of 42.55% as 
compared to the 2019 figure of 3206. This decrease was due to 
global Covid-19 pandemic. Chart 1 has the breakdown per month:

DEFICIENCIES:

INSPECTIONS:

In 2020, a total of 1312 deficiencies were reported from 414 
inspections with deficiencies. A 51.61% decrease in comparison to 
2711 inspections reported in 2019. Safety of Navigation had the 
highest number of deficiencies with 175 followed by Propulsion and 
Auxiliary Machinery 173 and Structural Conditions 122:
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In 2020 Riyadh MoU region has also witnessed a decrease of 34.78% in 
the number of inspections by detention from 46 in 2019 to 30 vessels in 
2020.   

Detentions:

Recapitulation of Riyadh MoU Member Authorities Inspections:



SUMMARY OF DEFICIENCIES



DETAIL OF INSPECTIONS, 
DEFICIENCIES, DETENTION / FLAG



DETAIL OF INSPECTIONS, 
DEFICIENCIES, DETENTION / FLAG



INSPECTION DATA PER SHIP TYPE



INSPECTION DETAILS BY CLASSIFICATION



RIYADH MoU MEMBER AUTHORITIES
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